
Central Park: The History of New York City's
Most Unique Landmark

Charles River Editors

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00T5AMVS0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00T5AMVS0
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B00T5AMVS0


Central Park: The History of New York City's Most Unique
Landmark

Charles River Editors

Central Park: The History of New York City's Most Unique Landmark Charles River Editors
*Includes pictures
*Includes accounts of the park's construction and history written by newspapers and people who worked on
it.
*Includes a bibliography for further reading
*Includes a table of contents

“I just want to go through Central Park and watch folks passing by. Spend the whole day watching people. I
miss that.” – Barack Obama

Of all the great cities in the world, few personify their country like New York City. As America’s largest city
and best known immigration gateway into the country, the Big Apple represents the beauty, diversity and
sheer strength of the United States, a global financial center that has enticed people chasing the “American
Dream” for centuries. Given that background, it’s fitting that the city’s most unique landmark, Central Park,
sits at the heart of Manhattan and provides a stark contrast to the hustle and bustle surrounding it. As actor
Haley Joel Osment once put it, “My favorite place is Central Park because you never know what you're
going to find there. I also like that when I look out the windows of surrounding hotels, it's seems like I'm
looking out over a forest.”

In 1811, an ambitious plan was laid out that would transform Manhattan’s grid into 2,028 blocks, from
Houston Street to 155th Street. Forests would be cut down, hills razed, ponds and streams filled. It took years
to survey, and years to complete: at different points in time, one might have seen a long avenue laid out,
unpaved, with a scattering of as-yet-unattached six-story buildings amid boulders yet to be cleared and soon-
to-be-demolished shantytowns. Ironically, almost no parks were incorporated into the plan, and Central Park
would not be built until the end of the 19th century.
When Central Park was designed, however, it was an ambitious project on an almost unprecedented affair.
As serene as Central Park is today, it’s hard to imagine that its creation was an entirely manmade affair
consisting of dynamite blasts, tons of imported topsoil, and the labor of thousands of workers. Before the
area’s transformation, the land was swampy terrain used by impoverished squatters and people who let their
livestock roam the grounds, but after nearly 15 years of work, the metamorphosis was nearly complete.

Of course, New Yorkers soon came to understand that such a large park required serious upkeep; as historian
Robert Caro noted, “Lawns, unseeded, were expanses of bare earth, decorated with scraggly patches of grass
and weeds, that became dust holes in dry weather and mud holes in wet…The once beautiful Mall looked
like a scene of a wild party the morning after. Benches lay on their backs, their legs jabbing at the sky...”

With city resources being pumped into maintaining Central Park, it has become the most visited urban park
in the world, and it is a cultural touchstone that draws not only tourists but events. Locals commonly walk or
run through the park, and others play sports or simply picnic, but Central Park is also home to monuments of
all sorts, including statues dedicated to artists and playwrights, the Strawberry Fields tribute to John Lennon,
and an Ancient Egyptian obelisk known colloquially as Cleopatra’s Needle. On top of all that, Central Park
has a diverse array of wildlife thanks to a sizable reservoir, over 1,000 different species of trees, a zoo, and



more. Put simply, Central Park is the most unique place in one of America’s most unique cities.

Central Park: The History of New York City’s Most Unique Landmark chronicles the construction and
history of the Big Apple’s most famous park. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events,
you will learn about Central Park like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Scott:

This Central Park: The History of New York City's Most Unique Landmark are generally reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Central Park: The History of New
York City's Most Unique Landmark can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Central Park: The History of New York City's Most Unique Landmark
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Ellen Omalley:

Precisely why? Because this Central Park: The History of New York City's Most Unique Landmark is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Lewis Wade:

The book untitled Central Park: The History of New York City's Most Unique Landmark contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you
can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

John Yates:

You may get this Central Park: The History of New York City's Most Unique Landmark by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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