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In the early 1900s Joseph Veizer's family and many others from farming villages in northeast Hungary
immigrated to a unique ethnic neighborhood in Granite City, Illinois, a new city and a suburb of St. Louis
that was known at the time as "The Little Pittsburgh of the Midwest." Hungarians, Bulgarians, Armenians,
Mexicans, Macedonians and others lived together in Lincoln Place (originally known as "Hungary Hollow")
and worked together for several generations in factories that were within walking distance of their homes.
This book is a memoir of my own Veizer family, my search into their past in Granite City and in Kompolt,
Hungary, and eight short fictions inspired by my father, my family, and the Lincoln Place community. Also
included are two documents translated from Hungarian that connect Lincoln Place and Kompolt. This book
is also about the neighborhood itself, how it evolved and how each ethnic group contributed to it. I have
integrated vibrant voices from this past, voices which I discovered in interviews of Lincoln Place residents
conducted by students in an oral history at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville about fifteen years ago.
These interviews, articles from the Granite City Press-Record and elsewhere, and my own memories of
stories my father told me helped me to present some of the history of this community through its triumphs
and tragedies and everyday experiences. One of the community's triumphs will be depicted in "The Boys of
Lincoln Place," a Hollywood movie that has been in the making for several years and will be produced in the
next year or so. The movie, based on a book by Dan Manoyan entitled "Men of Granite," is a dramatization
of the events surrounding Granite City's surprising victory in the 1940 Illinois State Basketball
Championship. Seven boys from Lincoln Place who had grown up during the Great Depression learned to
play basketball in the neighborhood community house, which was presided over for twelve hours a day by a
stern but loving woman named Sophie Prather, often called "The Little Mother of Lincoln Place." The team,
led by a Hungarian boy whose parents came from the same village my grandparents came from, won out
over 750 other teams. Andy Philip (Andig Fulop in Hungarian) went on to star at the University of Illinois
and in the NBA, ultimately earning a place in the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, Massachusetts.
Since my father was the leader of the Boy Scout troop most of the players belonged to and also the city
alderman representing Lincoln Place at the time, I grew up listening to their many victories on the court and
in Boy Scout competitions. Nowadays the term "melting pot" is viewed as quaint and is sometimes
disparaged. Perhaps "gumbo" is a better term. The numerous ingredients of Lincoln Place did keep their
distinct flavors as in a gumbo, but they also melted into proud Americans who knew when to stand together
for the good of their community and their new country. I hope this book captures some of their spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Morgan:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite
City to Kompolt.

Irene Forrest:

Here thing why this kind of VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City to Kompolt are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search:
Granite City to Kompolt giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no book that similar with VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City
to Kompolt. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City to
Kompolt in e-book can be your alternate.

Brandon Erickson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City to Kompolt it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
has high quality.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book
VeizerVizerWiezerWieser: A Memoir and a Search: Granite City to Kompolt. You can add your knowledge



by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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