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Benjamin Harrison was an early proponent of American expansion in the Pacific, a key figure in such
landmark legislation as the Sherman Anti-Trust Act and the McKinley Tariff, and one of the Gilded Age's
most eloquent speakers. Yet he remains one of our most neglected and least understood presidents. In this
first interpretive study of the Harrison administration, the authors illuminate our twenty-third president's
character and policies and rescue him from the long shadow of his charismatic secretary of state, James G.
Blaine.

An Ohio native and Indiana lawyer, Harrison opened the second century of the American presidency in a
rapidly industrializing and expanding nation. His inaugural address reflected the nation's optimism: "The
masses of our people are better fed, clothed, and housed than their fathers were. The facilities for popular
education have been vastly enlarged and more generally diffused. The virtues of courage and patriotism have
given proof of their continued presence and increasing power in the hearts and over the lives of our people."

But the burdens and realities of his office soon imposed themselves upon Harrison. The biggest blow came at
midterm with the Republicans' devastating losses in the 1890 congressional elections. In an era of
congressional dominance, those losses eroded Harrison's position as a legislative advocate at least, for
domestic issues.

His impact in foreign affairs was more lasting. One of the highlights of this study is its revealing look at
Harrison's visionary foreign policy, especially toward the Pacific. Socolofsky and Spetter convincingly
demonstrate that although Harrison's ambition to acquire the Hawaiian Islands was not realized during his
presidency, his foreign policy was a major step toward American control of Hawaii and American expansion
in the Far East.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Poppe:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important usually. The book The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison
(American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) was making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The book The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison (American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ
of Kansas Hardcover)) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison (American Presidency Series) (American Presidency
(Univ of Kansas Hardcover)). You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Eugene Flowers:

This The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison (American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of
Kansas Hardcover)) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This The Presidency of
Benjamin Harrison (American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover))
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
be worry The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison (American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ
of Kansas Hardcover)) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison
(American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) having fine arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Bruce Parisien:

Exactly why? Because this The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison (American Presidency Series) (American
Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as
help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Aaron Edgington:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison



(American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) reserve written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still skepticism The Presidency of Benjamin Harrison (American Presidency
Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) as good book not just by the cover but also from
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.
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