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In the tradition of Rudolfo Anaya's Bless Me, Ultima or Leslie Marmon Silko's Ceremony, poet Frank X.
Gaspar has crafted a beautifully written coming-of-age-in-ethnic-America novel set in the Portuguese
community of Provincetown, Massachusetts. For narrator Josie Carvalho, a single summer brings great loss
and abrupt change, but also a new understanding of his place in the world.

In the insular Portuguese fishing community of the Cape, Josie's life has been shaped by the annual influx of
summer tourists (who are largely oblivious of the locals), and his great aunt Theophila's fervent if
idiosyncratic Catholicism (she has visions and keeps a private shrine to the saints). The community is also
sharply divided between the Picos like himself (whose ancestors hailed from the Azores) and the Lisbons
(whose forebears came directly from the old country). The counterweight to these forces has been the boy's
relationship with his grandfather John Joseph, a drunk, clam-poaching old man who is nevertheless a sly and
tricksterish master storyteller.

Josie's shaky religious faith receives a jolt when he prays that his unwed mother might find a husband, and a
stranger named Carmine arrives from New Bedford and begins to call on her. His mother's relationship with
the Lisbon Carmine soon disrupts the family's equilibrium and throws their lives into conflict. Josie finds
himself divided in his loyalties and upset over what he fears is his responsibility for the trouble.

His grandfather comes to his aid with a healing narrative, a magical act of storytelling that lifts him out of the
present and into a heroic past. Over a series of nights, John Joseph, Scheherazade-like, spins the colorful and
adventurous story of their ancestor, Francisco Carvalho, a Portuguese explorer who just may have beaten
Columbus to the New World. With the guidance of his grandfather's obscure but inspired stories, Josie
begins to find new ways of understanding his relationship to his family and to the world.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Leaving Pico (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction
of New England) as your daily resource information.

Horace Godbolt:

Why? Because this Leaving Pico (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Rosa Tarpley:

This Leaving Pico (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) is great reserve for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Leaving Pico (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Linda Sandoval:

This Leaving Pico (Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) is brand new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Leaving Pico
(Hardscrabble Books-Fiction of New England) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which



can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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