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The history of black Freemasonry from Boston and Philadelphia in the late 1700s through the Civil War to
the Civil Rights Movement

• Examines the letters of Prince Hall, legendary founder of the first black lodge

• Reveals how many of the most influential jazz musicians of the 20th century were also Masons, including
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Nat King Cole

• Explores the origins of the Civil Rights Movement within black Freemasonry and the roles played by
Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois

When the first Masonic lodges opened in Paris in the early 18th century their membership included traders,
merchants, musketeers, clergymen, and women--both white and black. This was not the case in the United
States where black Freemasons were not eligible for membership in existing lodges. For this reason the first
official charter for an exclusively black lodge--the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts--was granted
by the Grand Lodge of England rather than any American chapter.

Through privileged access to archives kept by Grand Lodges, Masonic libraries, and museums in both the
United States and Europe, respected Freemasonry historian Cécile Révauger traces the history of black
Freemasonry from Boston and Philadelphia in the late 1700s through the Abolition Movement and the Civil
War to the genesis of the Civil Rights Movement in the early 1900s up through the 1960s. She opens with a
look at Prince Hall, legendary founder and the chosen namesake when black American lodges changed from
“African Lodges” to “Prince Hall Lodges” in the early 1800s. She reveals how the Masonic principles of
mutual aid and charity were more heavily emphasized in the black lodges and especially during the
reconstruction period following the Civil War. She explores the origins of the Civil Rights Movement within
black Freemasonry and the roles played by Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois, founder of the
NAACP, among others.

Looking at the deep connections between jazz and Freemasonry, the author reveals how many of the most
influential jazz musicians of the 20th century were also Masons, including Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington,
Nat King Cole, Eubie Blake, Cab Calloway, and Paul Robeson. Unveiling the deeply social role at the heart
of black Freemasonry, Révauger shows how the black lodges were instrumental in helping American blacks
transcend the horrors of slavery and prejudice, achieve higher social status, and create their own solid
spiritually based social structure, which in some cities arose prior to the establishment of black churches.
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From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

The e-book untitled Black Freemasonry: From Prince Hall to the Giants of Jazz is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Black Freemasonry: From Prince Hall to the
Giants of Jazz from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Charles Malone:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the publication untitled Black Freemasonry: From Prince Hall to the Giants of Jazz can be fine book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Helen Johnson:

This Black Freemasonry: From Prince Hall to the Giants of Jazz is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Black Freemasonry:
From Prince Hall to the Giants of Jazz can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Joshua Poulson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Black Freemasonry: From Prince Hall to the
Giants of Jazz was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Black
Freemasonry: From Prince Hall to the Giants of Jazz has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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