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From the outset of World War I, French doctors faced an apparent epidemic of puzzling neurological and
psychiatric illnesses among soldiers. As they attempted to understand the causes of these illnesses, doctors
organized specialized centers near the front, where they submitted soldiers to swift, humiliating treatments
and then returned them to duty. At home, they interned the scores of civilians who succumbed to the war's
strains in decrepit asylums or left them to fend for themselves. In Treating the Trauma of the Great War,
Gregory M. Thomas explores the psychological effects of the war on French citizens, showing how doctors'
understanding of mental illness produced deep, tangible effects in the lives of the men and women who
suffered.

Doctors vigorously debated the war's role in the genesis of the neuropsychiatric disturbances observed in
soldiers and civilians, but most psychiatrists ultimately concluded that mental illnesses appeared primarily in
individuals predisposed to disease. Consequently, doctors granted their patients few favors when making
decisions about diagnostic labels, treatment regimes, and pension allocations, leaving many to endure
illnesses without adequate care or sufficient financial support. In their quest to understand the psychological
impact of war, Thomas argues, doctors focused more on demonstrating the capabilities of their medical
specialties and serving a state at war than on treating patients. Those aims significantly affected doctors'
scientific conclusions, their medical and legal decisions, and their treatment practices. When the war ended,
psychiatric reformers used the trauma of war to their advantage, promoting the perception of France as a
traumatized nation in need of new psychiatric institutions that could accommodate a large and growing pool
of psychologically wounded citizens.

Thomas draws on the vast medical literature produced during and after the war, including veterans' journals,
parliamentary debates, newspaper articles, and medical administrative reports, infusing his narrative with a
vivid human element. Though psychiatrists ultimately failed to raise the status of their specialty, Thomas
reveals how the war helped precipitate lasting changes in psychiatric practice.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Lewis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Treating the Trauma of
the Great War: Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

James Roberts:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Treating the Trauma of the Great War:
Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Muriel Colvard:

This Treating the Trauma of the Great War: Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 is
completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having tiny amount of digest in reading this Treating the Trauma of the Great War: Soldiers, Civilians, and
Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better
life in addition to knowledge.

Sheila Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Treating the Trauma
of the Great War: Soldiers, Civilians, and Psychiatry in France, 1914-1940.
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