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In this stimulating book, one of the world's leading scholars of Jewish thought examines the long tradition of
Jewish messianism and mystical experience. Moshe Idel calls upon his profound knowledge of ancient and
medieval texts and of Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Eastern sources to uncover new perspectives on the
nature and development of Jewish messianism. He shows that, contrary to Gershom Scholem's view that
mysticism and messianism are incompatible religious tendencies, they are in fact closely related spiritual
phenomena. Messianism regularly emerges from mystical experiences, Idel contends. Exploring the interplay
of Jewish messianism and mysticism from the twelfth through the eighteenth centuries, the book looks
closely at pivotal figures and movements, including Abraham Abulafia, Sabbatai Sevi, and hasidism. Idel
discerns three types of messianism-theosophical-theurgical, ecstatic, and talismanic-and through these
demonstrates that Kabbalah, from the very beginning, was messianically oriented. He counters the common
belief that messianism typically arises as a response to such calamities as the expulsion of the Jews from
Spain in 1492 and shows that messiahs often gain great popularity in times of political tranquility. Idel also
finds that Jewish messianic and mystical experience bears a much greater resemblance to Christian
messianism than has been recognized before.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Messianic Mystics will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Carrie Mathis:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Messianic Mystics book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect
word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Messianic Mystics
content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking Messianic Mystics is
not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Richard Oneal:

Messianic Mystics can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into joy arrangement in writing Messianic Mystics but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

William Harris:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Messianic Mystics can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those
short time problems.
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