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The Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center at the University of Texas at Austin is one of the world's
preeminent institutions for the study of literature, photography, and the humanities. The Ransom Center is
renowned for its remarkable collections of literary manuscripts, rare books, photographs, art, and film and
performing arts materials. Founded in 1957 with a core collection of rare books, the Ransom Center has
expanded its holdings at a phenomenal rate, so that it now houses 36 million leaves of manuscripts, 1 million
rare books, 5 million photographs, and one hundred thousand works of art. Among its most famous holdings
are a Gutenberg Bible; the Helmut Gernsheim Collection, a major photohistorical archive that contains the
world's first photograph (ca. 1826); the Carl H. Pforzheimer Library of Early English Literature; the
Watergate papers of Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein; the archive and costume collection of Robert De
Niro; and the personal literary archives of hundreds of major twentieth-century writers, from Samuel Beckett
and James Joyce to Tom Stoppard and Norman Mailer.

This volume celebrates the fiftieth anniversary of the Harry Ransom Center. Staff members describe the
Center's founding, the remarkable growth of its collections as part of a thoughtful and deliberate acquisition
plan, and its extensive outreach to scholars, students, and the general public. They pay tribute to the
leadership of Harry Ransom, who conceived the idea of a research center in the humanities that would be for
the state of Texas what the Bibliothèque Nationale is for France. The authors also tell fascinating stories of
how individual collections and archives were acquired, as well as some of the controversies and myths that
have arisen as a result of the Ransom Center's liberal spending and rapid growth. Photographs of treasures
from the Ransom Center and key figures in its history round out this lovely and authoritative volume.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Gilley:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty
Years of the Ransom Center (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) ended up being making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages
for you. The publication Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty Years of the Ransom Center (Harry
Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) is not only giving you far more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship with all the book Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty Years of the Ransom
Center (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint). You never experience lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Marilyn Perez:

The particular book Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty Years of the Ransom Center (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to
you. The book Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty Years of the Ransom Center (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

John Silver:

The book untitled Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty Years of the Ransom Center (Harry Ransom
Humanities Research Center Imprint) is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore
the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Collecting
the Imagination: The First Fifty Years of the Ransom Center (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center
Imprint) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jackie Frost:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty
Years of the Ransom Center (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) guide written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism Collecting the Imagination: The First Fifty Years of the
Ransom Center (Harry Ransom Humanities Research Center Imprint) as good book not only by the cover but



also from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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