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Apparitions of the Self is a groundbreaking investigation into what is known in Tibet as "secret
autobiography," an exceptional, rarely studied literary genre that presents a personal exploration of intimate
religious experiences. In this volume, Janet Gyatso translates and studies the outstanding pair of secret
autobiographies by the famed Tibetan Buddhist visionary, Jigme Lingpa (1730-1798), whose poetic and self-
conscious writings are as much about the nature of his own identity, memory, and the undecidabilities of
autobiographical truth as they are narrations of the actual content of his experiences. Their translation in this
book marks the first time that works of this sort have been translated in a Western language.

Gyatso is among the first to consider Tibetan literature from a comparative perspective, examining the
surprising fit--as well as the misfit--of Western literary theory with Tibetan autobiography. She examines the
intriguing questions of why Tibetan Buddhists produced so many autobiographies (far more than other Asian
Buddhists) and how autobiographical self-assertion is possible even while Buddhists believe that the self is
ultimately an illusion. Also explored are Jigme Lingpa's historical milieu, his revelatory visions of the
ancient Tibetan dynasty, and his meditative practices of personal cultivation. The book concludes with a
study of the subversive female figure of the "Dakini" in Jigme Lingpa's writings, and the implications of her
gender, her sexuality, and her unsettling discourse for the autobiographical subject in Tibet.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Haney:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be study. Apparitions of the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A
Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk can be
your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Theresa Walker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Apparitions of the Self: The
Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in
the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Douglas Johnson:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Apparitions of the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a
Tibetan Visionary- A Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's
Grand Secret Talk can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Ann McLemore:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is Apparitions of the Self: The Secret Autobiographies of a Tibetan Visionary- A
Translation and Study of Jigme Lingpa's Dancing Moon in the Water and Dakki's Grand Secret Talk. This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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