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This is a detailed history of one of the most important and dramatic episodes in modern science, recounted
from the novel vantage point of the dawn of the information age and its impact on representations of nature,
heredity, and society. Drawing on archives, published sources, and interviews, the author situates work on
the genetic code (1953-70) within the history of life science, the rise of communication technosciences
(cybernetics, information theory, and computers), the intersection of molecular biology with cryptanalysis
and linguistics, and the social history of postwar Europe and the United States.

Kay draws out the historical specificity in the process by which the central biological problem of DNA-based
protein synthesis came to be metaphorically represented as an information code and a writing
technology—and consequently as a “book of life.” This molecular writing and reading is part of the cultural
production of the Nuclear Age, its power amplified by the centuries-old theistic resonance of the “book of
life” metaphor. Yet, as the author points out, these are just metaphors: analogies, not ontologies. Necessary
and productive as they have been, they have their epistemological limitations. Deploying analyses of
language, cryptology, and information theory, the author persuasively argues that, technically speaking, the
genetic code is not a code, DNA is not a language, and the genome is not an information system (objections
voiced by experts as early as the 1950s).

Thus her historical reconstruction and analyses also serve as a critique of the new genomic biopower.
Genomic textuality has become a fact of life, a metaphor literalized, she claims, as human genome projects
promise new levels of control over life through the meta-level of information: control of the word (the DNA
sequences) and its editing and rewriting. But the author shows how the humbling limits of these scriptural
metaphors also pose a challenge to the textual and material mastery of the genomic “book of life.”
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Who Wrote the Book of Life?: A
History of the Genetic Code (Writing Science) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suited book with you?

Edward Baca:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Who Wrote the Book of Life?: A History of the
Genetic Code (Writing Science), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its named reading friends.

Lupe Ware:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Who Wrote the Book of Life?:
A History of the Genetic Code (Writing Science) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's find.

Robert Colgan:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
Who Wrote the Book of Life?: A History of the Genetic Code (Writing Science) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book
Who Wrote the Book of Life?: A History of the Genetic Code (Writing Science). You can more inviting than
now.
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