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Drawing upon a wealth of journal writings and personal correspondence, Esther Leslie presents a uniquely
intimate portrait of one of the intellectual giants of the twentieth century, Walter Benjamin. She sets his life
in the context of his middle-class upbringing; explores the social, political, and economic upheaval in
Germany during and after World War I; and recounts Benjamin’s eccentric love of toys, trick-books, travel,
and ships. From the Frankfurt School and his influential friendships with Theodore Adorno, Gershom
Scholem, and Bertolt Brecht, to his travels across Europe, Walter Benjamin traces out the roots of
Benjamin’s groundbreaking writings and their far-reaching impact in his own time. Leslie argues that
Benjamin’s life challenges the stereotypical narrative of the tragic and lonely intellectual figure—instead
positioning him as a man who relished the fierce combat of competing theories and ideas.

Closing with his death at the Spanish-French border in a desperate flight from the Nazis and Stalin, Walter
Benjamin is a concise and concentrated account of a capacious intellect trapped by hostile circumstances.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Farley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the publication untitled Walter Benjamin (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) can be excellent
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Heidi Montgomery:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of many books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Walter Benjamin (Reaktion Books -
Critical Lives). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Karen Saldivar:

You may get this Walter Benjamin (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Anna Hart:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Walter Benjamin (Reaktion Books - Critical
Lives) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Walter Benjamin
(Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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