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For much of its history, human population growth increased at a glacial pace. The demographic rate only
soared about 200 years ago, climaxing between the years 1950 and 2000. In that 50-year span, the population
grew more than it had in the previous 5,000 years. Though these raw numbers are impressive, they conceal
the fact that the growth rate of population topped out in the 1960s and may be negative later this century. The
population boom is approaching a population bust, despite the current world population of seven billion
people.

In On the Cusp, economist Charles Pearson explores the meaning of this population trend from the arc of
demographic growth to decline. He reviews Thomas Malthus's famous, but mistaken, 1798 argument that
human population would exceed the earth's carrying capacity. That argument has resurfaced, however, in the
current environmental era and under the threat of global warming. Analyzing population trends through dual
lenses -- demography and economics -- Pearson examines the potential opportunities and challenges of
population decline and aging. Aging is almost universal and will accelerate. Mitigating untoward economic
effects may require policies to boost fertility (which has plunged), increase immigration, and work longer,
harder, and smarter -- as well as undertake pension and health care reform, all of which have hidden costs.
The writing is rigorous but not technical, and is complemented by a helpful set of figures and tables.

Sharp, bold, and occasionally funny, Pearson's research has thought-provoking implications for future public
policies. He ends his analysis with a modestly hopeful conclusion, noting that both the rich and the poor face
a new demographic order. General readers and students alike will find On the Cusp an informative and
engaging read.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Self:

The book On the Cusp: From Population Boom to Bust can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book On the Cusp: From
Population Boom to Bust? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book On the
Cusp: From Population Boom to Bust has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Brandi Huff:

Often the book On the Cusp: From Population Boom to Bust will bring one to the new experience of reading
a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this
book very ideal to you. The book On the Cusp: From Population Boom to Bust is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Geraldine Schrader:

The book On the Cusp: From Population Boom to Bust has a lot associated with on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes
some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Michele Sexton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be On the Cusp: From Population Boom to Bust why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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