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Rarely discussed in courses on ethics is the topic of excuses, but in McDowell's view, excuses offer the most
illuminating way to understand the true nature of ethical problems in the professions. He looks at excuses
that professionals give when accused of acting unethically, and asks, when are they valid and when not?
Problems of professional ethics are really problems of compliance, he argues, not ignorance of expectations.
The study of excuses can help us understand what these problems are and offer insights into ways to solve
them. Banks maintains too that our ethical expectations may need overhauling, given substantial changes that
have occurred in how professionals do their work today. They can be easily persuaded that what they are
doing is not unethical; it depends on the excuses they give themselves as well as others. Professionals know
what's expected of them, but social and economic pressures make compliance difficult. Professionals in all
fields, who struggle to be both successful and ethical, will find the book challenging, provocative, and yet
sympathetic and reassuring too. It will also be an important resource for graduate students in courses
exploring the relationship between business and ethics.

Excuses may be ways of avoiding professional responsibility, says McDowell, but they may also be the way
in which general ethical principles are adapted to particular contexts. They may also indicate that ethical
codes need to be reformulated to adapt to changes in how professional services are delivered. Specialization,
urbanization and the systematic breakdown in community relationships, the globalization of the economy,
system, and market pressures for success—for all these reasons, professionals today face problems much
different from those faced by their counterparts earlier in the century. Excuses also raise the problem of
whether any system of voluntary compliance, like professional ethics, can function when the decision on
whether an excuse is valid or invalid rests with the actor, who can rationalize almost any self-interested
action he or she might take. McDowell explores these issues and others in a fresh, readable style, with
numerous anecdotal examples, and with evidence from many sources that the crisis is real and demands
quick but lasting remedies.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Perez:

The actual book Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional Responsibility has a lot of information on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Donald Bonilla:

This Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional Responsibility is great reserve for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional Responsibility in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Willis Newby:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of the books in the top collection in your reading list is Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional
Responsibility. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Fanny Rutledge:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in
Professional Responsibility was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Ethics and Excuses: The Crisis in Professional Responsibility has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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