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Orchestrated to the sounds of getaway cars and machine guns, the abduction of Oklahoma City businessman
Charles Urschel in 1933 was a highly publicized crime in an era when gangsters were folk heroes and
kidnapping had become a scourge. The criminals' interstate flight to a desolate hideout in Texas called for
federal action, instigating the most intensive manhunt the country had yet seen. It also set in motion a chain
of events that would have lasting significance for crime-fighting in America.

In an exciting account of that celebrated manhunt, Stanley Hamilton rekindles the spirit of yesterday's
newsreels to chronicle the pursuit and capture of George "Machine Gun" Kelly and his wife, Kathryn.
Tapping a wealth of newspaper reports, court transcripts, literary accounts, and recollections of participants,
he draws readers into the chase and its aftermath, unraveling what was then considered the most compelling
crime mystery of the day.

Hamilton sets the stage with an overview of the lawlessness of that era and of Kelly's formative years,
getting under the skin of a hard-boiled criminal to show us what made Kelly tick. He assembles a cast of
larger-than-life characters to weave this tale of true crime, one of the largest of whom was the 38-year-old
director of the national police force, J. Edgar Hoover.

Hoover had revitalized an ineffective agency whose operatives were still not authorized to carry firearms or
make arrests, and when the Urschel case broke, it was Hoover who stepped up to coordinate the manhunt.
Hamilton takes readers behind the scenes in Hoover's operation to show how this case was responsible for
popularizing the G-man and institutionalizing the FBI, creating the agent-as-hero image that replaced earlier
characterizations of blundering foils to glamorous gangsters.
,br>This iconic kidnapping case, breathlessly followed by a fascinated public, was so quickly and effectively
concluded that it was largely instrumental in bringing about the end of the Gangster Era in America.
Machine Gun Kelly's Last Stand brings that era to life again by providing a fresh look at one of America's
most notorious criminals, vividly recreating the times in which he lived and sharing the stories of the people
whose lives he touched.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Machine Gun Kelly's Last Stand.

William Gannaway:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Machine
Gun Kelly's Last Stand is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Heather Sessoms:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely Machine Gun Kelly's Last Stand.

Joan Stump:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Machine Gun Kelly's Last Stand we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To
be creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Machine Gun Kelly's Last Stand. You can more
inviting than now.
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