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Beyond their status as classic children’s stories, Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House books play a significant

role in American culture that most people cannot begin to appreciate. Millions of children have sampled the

books in school; played out the roles of Laura and Mary; or visited Wilder homesites with their parents, who

may be fans themselves. Yet, as Anita Clair Fellman shows, there is even more to this magical series with its

clear emotional appeal: a covert political message that made many readers comfortable with the resurgence

of conservatism in the Reagan years and beyond.

In Little House, Long Shadow, a leading Wilder scholar offers a fresh interpretation of the Little

House books that examines how this beloved body of children’s literature found its way into many facets of

our culture and consciousness—even influencing the responsiveness of Americans to particular political

views. Because both Wilder and her daughter, Rose Wilder Lane, opposed the New Deal programs being

implemented during the period in which they wrote, their books reflect their use of family history as an

argument against the state’s protection of individuals from economic uncertainty. Their writing emphasized

the isolation of the Ingalls family and the family’s resilience in the face of crises and consistently equated

self-sufficiency with family acceptance, security, and warmth.

            Fellman argues that the popularity of these books—abetted by Lane’s overtly libertarian

views—helped lay the groundwork for a negative response to big government and a positive view of political

individualism, contributing to the acceptance of contemporary conservatism while perpetuating a mythic

West. Beyond tracing the emergence of this influence in the relationship between Wilder and her daughter,

Fellman explores the continuing presence of the books—and their message—in modern cultural institutions

from classrooms to tourism, newspaper editorials to Internet message boards.

            Little House, Long Shadow shows how ostensibly apolitical artifacts of popular culture can help

explain shifts in political assumptions. It is a pioneering look at the dissemination of books in our culture that

expands the discussion of recent political transformations—and suggests that sources other than political

rhetoric have contributed to Americans’ renewed appreciation of individualist ideals.
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From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Little House, Long Shadow: Laura Ingalls
Wilder's Impact on American Culture will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Ray Ortiz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Little House, Long Shadow: Laura Ingalls Wilder's Impact on American
Culture this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Adelina Thompson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Little House, Long Shadow: Laura Ingalls
Wilder's Impact on American Culture can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this
one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Little House, Long Shadow: Laura Ingalls Wilder's Impact on American Culture.

Kim Adams:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book but novel and Little House, Long Shadow: Laura Ingalls Wilder's Impact on American
Culture or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those
guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other



book likes Little House, Long Shadow: Laura Ingalls Wilder's Impact on American Culture to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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