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Persistent thieves—criminals who resume committing crimes of burglary, robbery, vehicle theft, and
ordinary theft despite previous attempts to stop—are a main focal point of American criminology and
criminal justice. Cast as “career criminals,” they are also one of the principal targets of the “war on crime”
that American governments have waged for more than two decades.Building on a theoretical interpretation
of crime as choice, crime-control policies and programs justified by notions of deterrence and incapacitation
have proliferated. America’s urban police departments now have “repeat offender units,” and many of the
new state sentencing codes mandate lengthy sentences for defendants with previous convictions.Great
Pretenders is based on the author’s original studies and previously published research and on more than fifty
autobiographies of persistent thieves. Shover uses a crime-as-choice framework and a life-course perspective
to make sense of important decisions and changes in the lives of persistent thieves. He shows how the
working-class origins of most persistent thieves produce both low legitimate and low criminal aspirations,
even as those origins leave them ill equipped to exploit comparatively safe, lucrative, and newer forms of
criminal opportunity.In this book Shover describes how many persistent thieves and hustlers identify with
crime and pursue a lifestyle of life as party in which their choices alternately are made in contexts of drug-
using hedonism or desperation. Their estimates of the likely payoffs from crime are severely distorted, and
most give little thought to possible arrest. As they get older, however, persistent thieves make qualitative
changes in the crimes they commit, and many eventually stop committing crimes altogether.The author
highlights some unintended consequences of harsh crime control measures and raises critical questions about
the one-size-fits-all approach to crime of recent decades.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Rodriguez:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Great Pretenders: Pursuits And
Careers Of Persistent Thieves (Crime & Society) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Raymond Dahms:

Typically the book Great Pretenders: Pursuits And Careers Of Persistent Thieves (Crime & Society) will
bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Great Pretenders: Pursuits And
Careers Of Persistent Thieves (Crime & Society) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Russell Pittman:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Great Pretenders: Pursuits And Careers Of Persistent Thieves (Crime & Society)
can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Verna Krell:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Great Pretenders: Pursuits And Careers Of Persistent Thieves (Crime & Society) we can
have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book
Great Pretenders: Pursuits And Careers Of Persistent Thieves (Crime & Society). You can more pleasing
than now.
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