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Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan is regarded as Lafcadio Hearn’s seminal work with regard to Old Japan and
things Japanese: the first popularly published book that told the West, in beautiful language, of the wonders
that he saw there. These two volumes truly gave the West its first glimpses of a part of the world and a
country of which little was known, but that fascinated almost everyone.
In Volume One of The Annotated Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan, in addition to a brief biography of Lafcadio
Hearn and an explanation of his literary style, necessary I think, in order to understand a man who lived one
of the strangest lives of any American author and who loved Japan deeply, we have the opportunity to
explore, right along with Hearn, what are now some of the most popular tourist attractions of Japan, but at a
time long before they ever became destinations for sightseers. We are given the opportunity to share the thrill
of his first days in Japan and his images of new places and things, many of which no longer exist today.
As he tours about Yokohama and Kamakura, and then later moves westward to the city of Matsue in Izumo,
he tells us of Japan’s people, its culture, its traditions, its mysteries, and its gods, sharing with us his own
special perceptions, appreciation, and love for what he saw. He goes even further than that, taking the reader
to places never before (at least at that time) seen by a foreigner; such places as Kitzuki, the most ancient
Shinto shrine in Japan, the mysterious “Cave of the Children’s Ghosts,” and completely unfamiliar towns
and villages on the west coast of the Japanese Sea.
Hearn concludes this volume with a marvelous essay on a uniquely Japanese phenomenon, that of Shinju, or
the suicide of star-crossed lovers, followed by a treatment of many of the traditions of Japanese romance,
founded in both Buddhism and Shinto. The author’s last essay turns out to be well worth the wait: a
delightful collection of Japanese legends and lore on of all things, the mysterious, fanciful fox — kitsune —
both informative and fun for any student of Japanese folklore.
We hope you enjoy this new profusely illustrated and augmented presentation of Volume I of Glimpses of
Unfamiliar Japan, and find it some of the best of Lafcadio Hearn.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Smith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Annotated Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan By Lafcadio Hearn (The Lafcadio Hearn's Japan Series
(Annotated) Book 1) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
ahead of. The The Annotated Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan By Lafcadio Hearn (The Lafcadio Hearn's Japan
Series (Annotated) Book 1) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Kenneth Handy:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Annotated Glimpses
of Unfamiliar Japan By Lafcadio Hearn (The Lafcadio Hearn's Japan Series (Annotated) Book 1) that give
your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said
as the method for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Annotated
Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan By Lafcadio Hearn (The Lafcadio Hearn's Japan Series (Annotated) Book 1)
become your starter.

Dustin Singh:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The Annotated Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan By Lafcadio Hearn (The
Lafcadio Hearn's Japan Series (Annotated) Book 1) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this
book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Lena Stubbs:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know



everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Annotated Glimpses of Unfamiliar Japan By Lafcadio Hearn (The Lafcadio
Hearn's Japan Series (Annotated) Book 1) was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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