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The fatwa against Salman Rushdie awakened many westerners to the danger of being accused of blasphemy
in the Muslim world. As this eye-opening volume reveals, accusations of "blasphemy," "apostasy," or
"insulting Islam" are increasingly used by authoritarian governments and extremist forces in the Muslim
world to acquire and consolidate power. These charges, which traditionally carry a punishment of death,
have proved effective in intimidating not only converts and heterodox groups, but also political and religious
reformers. In his foreword, the late Indonesian President Wahid observes that coercively applied blasphemy
laws "narrow the bounds of acceptable discourse...not only about religion, but about vast spheres of life,
literature, science and culture in general."

Silenced provides the first survey of such accusations in the contemporary Muslim world, in international
organizations, and in the West. The authors describe hundreds of victims, including political dissidents,
religious reformers, journalists, writers, artists, movie makers, and religious minorities throughout the
Muslim world. They also document the political effects in Muslim societies of blasphemy and apostasy laws,
as well as non-governmental fatwas and vigilante violence. Finally, they address the move toward new
blasphemy laws in the West and the increasing threat of violence to stifle commentary on Islam in the West
even in the absence of law.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of
them is this Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide.

Ruth Davis:

This Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide is brand new way for
you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find
any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Bernice Mignone:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes
are Choking Freedom Worldwide can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide.

David Furtado:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally.



As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom
Worldwide can make you sense more interested to read.
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