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The nature-nurture debate continues to stir controversy in the social and behavioral sciences. How much of
human behavior and development can be attributed to biology and how much to the environment? Can either
be said to “determine” human development? And what are the implications of each view for society? In this
important study, a noted developmental psychologist contributes to this debate by confronting the difficult
issue of “doctrines” of human development and the consequences for society of deriving political programs
and public policy from them.

Beginning with the premise that scientific ideas are not neutral but can be used for either good or evil,
Richard Lerner considers the recent history of one such idea, biological determinism, which at times has had
the backing of respected scientists, intellectuals, and political leaders. During this century, biological
determinism has been coupled with political philosophies that hold that some people are inherently better
than others. This has meant that certain groups of people—Jews, Blacks, Native Americans, women—have
been stigmatized because of supposedly innate, even “biological,” differences, with sometimes disastrous
consequences. The most notorious instance was Nazi Germany, where “racial science,” given legitimacy by
the scientific community, became a cornerstone of the Nazi “Final Solution.”

Meanwhile, theories of biological determinism continue to find adherents within the scientific community.
Konrad Lorenz, who was awarded a Nobel Prize in 1973, was a critical figure in the development of the most
recent manifestation of biological determinism—sociobiology. Lerner examines the work of Lorenz and
current sociobiologists and the implications of their claims for modern society. He fears that biological
determinism may again be co-opted to serve the political agenda of today’s reactionary politicians. In fact,
Lerner notes, sociobiologists have had to face the fact that organizations such as the fascist National Front
party in Britain and its counterparts in France and the United States have selectively seized upon
sociobiology to fuel their notions of genetically superior and inferior races.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Stratton:

The book Final Solutions: Biology, Prejudice, and Genocide can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Final Solutions: Biology,
Prejudice, and Genocide? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Final Solutions: Biology, Prejudice, and Genocide has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Hutton:

This Final Solutions: Biology, Prejudice, and Genocide is great publication for you because the content
which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Final Solutions: Biology, Prejudice, and Genocide in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny
right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that?

Tiffany Hernandez:

The book untitled Final Solutions: Biology, Prejudice, and Genocide contain a lot of information on the idea.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
read.

John Razo:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Final Solutions: Biology, Prejudice, and Genocide. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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