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Using a synthetic narrative approach, this ambitious work uses the lens of multipolarity to analyse Tang
China's (618-907) relations with Turkestan; the Korean states of Kogury, Silla, and Paekche; the state of
Parhae in Manchuria; and the Nanzhao and Tibetan kingdoms. Without any one entity able to dominate
Asia's geopolitical landscape, the author argues that relations among these countries were quite fluid and
dynamic--an interpretation that departs markedly from the prevalent view of China fixed at the center of a
widespread "tribute system." To cope with external affairs in a tumultuous world, Tang China employed a
dual management system that allowed both central and local officials to conduct foreign affairs. The court
authorised Tang local administrators to receive foreign visitors, forward their diplomatic letters to the capital,
and manage contact with outsiders whose territories bordered on China. Not limited to handling routine
matters, local officials used their knowledge of border situations to influence the court's foreign policy. Some
even took the liberty of acting without the court's authorisation when an emergency occurred, thus adding
another layer to multipolarity in the region's geopolitics. The book also sheds new light on the ideological
foundation of Tang China's foreign policy. Appropriateness, efficacy, expedience, and mutual self-interest
guided the court's actions abroad. Although officials often used "virtue" and "righteousness" in policy
discussions and announcements, these terms were not abstract universal principles but justifications for the
pursuit of self-interest by those involved. Detailed philological studies reveal that in the realm of
international politics, "virtue" and "righteousness" were in fact viewed as pragmatic and utilitarian in nature.
Comprehensive and authoritative, Tang China in Multi-Polar Asia is a major work on Tang foreign relations
that will reconceptualise our understanding of the complexities of diplomacy and war in imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Thomas:

The book Tang China in Multi-Polar Asia: A History of Diplomacy and War (World of East Asia) will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Tang China in Multi-Polar
Asia: A History of Diplomacy and War (World of East Asia) is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ray Nicolas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Tang China in Multi-Polar Asia: A History of Diplomacy and War
(World of East Asia) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why
this book acceptable all of you.

Scott Lowe:

You will get this Tang China in Multi-Polar Asia: A History of Diplomacy and War (World of East Asia) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Josephine Draughn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Tang China in Multi-
Polar Asia: A History of Diplomacy and War (World of East Asia).
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