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This volume has as a cohesive argument the exploration of the different manifestations of the search for
wholeness and spirituality in the writings of contemporary African American women writers, covering
different literary genres such as fiction (both novels and short stories), drama and poetry. Together with the
issue of spirituality, the African American search for wholeness is analyzed as a source of creativity and
agency. As expressed in the contemporary literature of black women writers, starting in the 1980s, the search
for wholeness reflects a beauty realized through the healing of the spirit and the body, and is a process that
takes on dimensions of reconciling the past and the present, the mythical and the real, the spiritual and the
physical all in the context of an emerging world view that welcomes synthesis and expects both synthesis
and generative contradictions. The book will be a valuable collection for scholars of African American
literature, comparative American Ethnic literature, American literature, and spirituality, as well as women s
studies. In addition, it will be an important text for both undergraduate and graduate students in those fields.
As Professor Johnnella Butler (2006) points out, the African American search for wholeness is tightly linked
to the search for freedom and agency. Ever since the 19th century, African American writers have given
expression to an African American self which functions in Western civilization simultaneously as a
'colonized' other and an assertive 'self.' Due to the continuous ordeal of the African Diaspora, this self is
caught in between the binaries proposed by the material and the spiritual world, seeking a balance where the
person can become whole. The search for wholeness feeds from cultural roots that imply the presence of
ancestral spiritualism, rememory, and double consciousness. Contemporary black women writers reflect the
metaphor of building spiritual bridges, seeking the possibilities of building a bridge to the archetypal African
past that is carried in their memories as a presence that offers sustenance via spiritual reconnection. Their
works seek to bridge the gap between the myths and traditions of the past and contemporary African
American culture. The texts included in this collection are examples of writing as an exercise of what Vévé
Clark calls 'Diaspora literacy.' The texts written by contemporary African American women writers
explicitly show how to recognize and read the cultural signs left scattered along the road of progress. In this
way, material acquisition is achieved along with cultural dispossession, becoming a metaphor for the history
of the African in America. The powerful message is that one should not exclude the other.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Hess:

In other case, little people like to read book The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in
Contemporary African American Literature. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in
Contemporary African American Literature. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Olive Wilson:

The book The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in Contemporary African American Literature
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can
for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make reading through a book The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in Contemporary African
American Literature to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read
a reserve The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in Contemporary African American Literature.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Adam Perlman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora
Literacy in Contemporary African American Literature reserve written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
doubt The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in Contemporary African American Literature as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book
by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Susan Brooks:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book The Search for Wholeness and Diaspora Literacy in Contemporary
African American Literature was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge



about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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