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The growth of technological and scientific knowledge in the past two centuries has been the overriding
dynamic element in the economic and social history of the world. Its result is now often called the
knowledge economy. But what are the historical origins of this revolution and what have been its
mechanisms? In The Gifts of Athena, Joel Mokyr constructs an original framework to analyze the concept of
"useful" knowledge. He argues that the growth explosion in the modern West in the past two centuries was
driven not just by the appearance of new technological ideas but also by the improved access to these ideas
in society at large--as made possible by social networks comprising universities, publishers, professional
sciences, and kindred institutions. Through a wealth of historical evidence set in clear and lively prose, he
shows that changes in the intellectual and social environment and the institutional background in which
knowledge was generated and disseminated brought about the Industrial Revolution, followed by sustained
economic growth and continuing technological change.

Mokyr draws a link between intellectual forces such as the European enlightenment and subsequent
economic changes of the nineteenth century, and follows their development into the twentieth century. He
further explores some of the key implications of the knowledge revolution. Among these is the rise and fall
of the "factory system" as an organizing principle of modern economic organization. He analyzes the impact
of this revolution on information technology and communications as well as on the public's state of health
and the structure of households. By examining the social and political roots of resistance to new knowledge,
Mokyr also links growth in knowledge to political economy and connects the economic history of
technology to the New Institutional Economics. The Gifts of Athena provides crucial insights into a matter of
fundamental concern to a range of disciplines including economics, economic history, political economy, the
history of technology, and the history of science.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Gifts of Athena: Historical Origins of
the Knowledge Economy to read.

Michael Coffman:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Gifts of Athena: Historical
Origins of the Knowledge Economy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mamie Wilson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Gifts of Athena: Historical Origins of the
Knowledge Economy why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Gifts of Athena: Historical
Origins of the Knowledge Economy can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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