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"I got my first job working in a toy store when I was 41 years old." So begins sociologist Christine
Williams's description of her stint as a low-wage worker at two national toy store chains: one upscale shop
and one big box outlet. In this provocative, perceptive, and lively book, studded with rich observations from
the shop floor, Williams chronicles her experiences as a cashier, salesperson, and stocker and provides
broad-ranging, often startling, insights into the social impact of shopping for toys. Taking a new look at what
selling and buying for kids are all about, she illuminates the politics of how we shop, exposes the realities of
low-wage retail work, and discovers how class, race, and gender manifest and reproduce themselves in our
shopping-mall culture.

Despite their differences, Williams finds that both toy stores perpetuate social inequality in a variety of ways.
She observes that workers are often assigned to different tasks and functions on the basis of gender and race;
that racial dynamics between black staff and white customers can play out in complex and intense ways; that
unions can't protect workers from harassment from supervisors or demeaning customers even in the upscale
toy store. And she discovers how lessons that adults teach to children about shopping can legitimize
economic and social hierarchies. In the end, however, Inside Toyland is not an anticonsumer diatribe.
Williams discusses specific changes in labor law and in the organization of the retail industry that can better
promote social justice.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Sims:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping,
and Social Inequality will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Buddy Beckstead:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality, you could tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Nick Gulbranson:

Exactly why? Because this Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Edith Manning:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list will be Inside Toyland: Working, Shopping, and Social Inequality. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward
and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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