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In this book, Glenn Hendler explores what he calls the "logic of sympathy" in novels by Walt Whitman,
Louisa May Alcott, T. S. Arthur, Martin Delany, Horatio Alger, Fanny Fern, Nathaniel Parker Willis, Henry
James, Mark Twain, and William Dean Howells. For these nineteenth-century writers, he argues,
sympathetic identification was not strictly an individual, feminizing, and private feeling but the
quintessentially public sentiment--a transformative emotion with the power to shape social institutions and
political movements.

Uniting current scholarship on gender in nineteenth-century American culture with historical and theoretical
debates on the definition of the public sphere in the period, Hendler shows how novels taught diverse readers
to "feel right," to experience their identities as male or female, black or white, middle or working class,
through a sentimental, emotionally based structure of feeling. He links novels with such wide-ranging
cultural and political discourses as the temperance movement, feminism, and black nationalism. Public
Sentiments demonstrates that, whether published for commercial reasons or for higher moral and aesthetic
purposes, the nineteenth-century American novel was conceived of as a public instrument designed to play in
a sentimental key.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Public Sentiments: Structures of Feeling in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature. Try to make book Public Sentiments: Structures of Feeling in Nineteenth-Century
American Literature as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone
and beside that course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Trisha Sherman:

Often the book Public Sentiments: Structures of Feeling in Nineteenth-Century American Literature has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Paula Daniels:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Public Sentiments: Structures of
Feeling in Nineteenth-Century American Literature reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Public Sentiments: Structures of Feeling in Nineteenth-Century American Literature as good book but not
only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Alice Edwards:

Beside this kind of Public Sentiments: Structures of Feeling in Nineteenth-Century American Literature in
your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Public Sentiments: Structures of Feeling in Nineteenth-
Century American Literature because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times
have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the item? Find this book and read it from right now!
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