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When Robert Aldrich directed his unforgettable film, Emperor of the North (1973), featuring Lee Marvin,
Ernest Borgnine, and Keith Carradine, changes were made to the original screenplay by award-winning
Christopher Knopf. The film still managed to please audiences and has remained a revered favorite among
many. Even the theme ballad, "A Man and a Train", written by Frank De Vol with lyrics by Hal David and
sung by Marty Robbins, reached #40 on the Billboard chart. Despite the vigor of Hollywood hoopla, Knopf
always longed to reset the ruthless railroad tale on the right tracks. Now, nearly half a century later, Knopf
finally reveals the true story in a riveting new novel that restores the crucial elements that film audiences
have never experienced. In 1933, during the Great Depression, Shack, a cruel train conductor wages a
personal war to keep anyone from riding his train for free. When A No. 1, an experienced, train-hopping
hobo, and Cigaret, his green companion, dare to invade the sanctity of Shack’s train, a battle of wills erupts
with a pounding intensity rivaled only by the throbbing power of the steel behemoth beneath their feet. A
climactic fight with heavy chains, planks of wood, and an axe used as makeshift weapons pits the three
desperate men against each other. Will one of the hobos manage to ride Shack’s train all the way to Portland
and earn the title "Emperor of the North,” or will Shack ultimately prevail? Christopher Knopf graduated
from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1950. Hired out of school by MGM Studios, he launched a
producing and writing career in motion pictures and television that lasted fifty years and earned him an
Edgar Alan Poe nomination, two Emmy Nominations, a Humanitas Prize nomination, two Writers Guild of
America Award-winning scripts as well as five further nominations, two Writers Guild of America Service
Awards, a People’s Choice Award, and an NACCP Award. His autobiography, Will The Real Me Please
Stand Up, and two novels, Remains To Be Seen and Chill Factor, were published exclusively by BearManor
Media.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Thomas:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Emperor of the
North is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Linda Gabriel:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Emperor of the
North suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Emperor of the Northis the main of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Vikki Maynard:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Emperor of the North can give
you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Emperor of the North.

Paul Avila:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Emperor of the North or maybe
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications
are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes
Emperor of the North to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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