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Not since Robert McNamara has a secretary of defense been so hated by the military and derided by the
public, yet played such a critical role in national security policy with such disastrous results.

Donald Rumsfeld was a natural for secretary of defense, a position he'd already occupied once before. He
was smart. He worked hard. He was skeptical of the status quo in military affairs and dedicated to high-tech
innovations. He seemed the right man at the right time-but history was to prove otherwise.

Now Dale Herspring, a political conservative and lifelong Republican, offers a nonpartisan assessment of
Rumsfeld's impact on the U.S. military establishment from 2001 to 2006, focusing especially on the Iraq
War-from the decision to invade through the development and execution of operational strategy and the
enormous failures associated with the postwar reconstruction of Iraq.

Extending the critique of civil-military relations he began in The Pentagon and the Presidency, Herspring
highlights the relationship between the secretary and senior military leadership, showing how Rumsfeld and
a handful of advisers notably Paul Wolfowitz and Douglas Feith manipulated intelligence and often ignored
the military in order to implement their policies. And he demonstrates that the secretary's domineering
leadership style and trademark arrogance undermined his vision for both military transformation and Iraq.

Herspring shows that, contrary to his public deference to the generals, Rumsfeld dictated strategy and
operations sometimes even tactics to prove his transformation theories. He signed off on abolishing the Iraqi
army, famously refused to see the need for a counterinsurgency plan, and seemed more than willing to
tolerate the torture of prisoners. Meanwhile, the military became demoralized and junior officers left in
droves.

Rumsfeld's Wars revisits and reignites the concept of "arrogance of power," once associated with our dogged
failure to understand the true nature of a tragic war in Southeast Asia. It provides further evidence that
success in military affairs is hard to achieve without mutual respect between civilian authorities and military
leaders and offers a definitive case study in how not to run the office of secretary of defense.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern
War Studies (Hardcover)) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern
War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War
Studies (Hardcover)) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Donna Bradford:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern
War Studies (Hardcover)).

Shawn Hernandez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Rumsfeld's Wars: The
Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world.
It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Rumsfeld's
Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) become your
current starter.

Drew Dube:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,



but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Rumsfeld's Wars: The Arrogance of Power (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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