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Part cultural history, part sociological critique, and part literary performance, Panic Diaries explores the
technological and social construction of individual and collective panic. Jackie Orr looks at instances of
panic and its “cures” in the twentieth-century United States: from the mass hysteria following the 1938 radio
broadcast of H. G. Wells’s War of the Worlds to an individual woman swallowing a pill to control the “panic
disorder” officially recognized by the American Psychiatric Association in 1980. Against a backdrop of Cold
War anxieties over atomic attack, Orr highlights the entanglements of knowledge and power in efforts to
reconceive panic and its prevention as problems in communication and information feedback. Throughout,
she reveals the shifting techniques of power and social engineering underlying the ways that scientific and
social scientific discourses—including crowd psychology, Cold War cybernetics, and contemporary
psychiatry—have rendered panic an object of technoscientific management.

Orr, who has experienced panic attacks herself, kept a diary of her participation as a research subject in
clinical trials for the Upjohn Company’s anti-anxiety drug Xanax. This “panic diary” grounds her study and
suggests the complexity of her desire to track the diffusion and regulation of panic in U.S. society. Orr’s
historical research, theoretical reflections, and biographical narrative combine in this remarkable and
compelling genealogy, which documents the manipulation of panic by the media, the social sciences and
psychiatry, the U.S. military and government, and transnational drug companies.
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic
Disorder book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Merry Springs:

Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge
in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Panic Diaries: A
Genealogy of Panic Disorder nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Linda Livingston:

This Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder is great publication for you because the content which is
full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Panic
Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but
this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that
will?

Ann Wheeler:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through
searching from it. It is identified as of book Panic Diaries: A Genealogy of Panic Disorder. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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