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In November 1988 Naguib Mahfouz became the first Arab writer to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. In
this study of his writings only now being widely translated into English, Haim Gordon, an Israeli professor
committed to intercultural dialogue, examines Mahfouz's work from an existential perspective. While
Mahfouz is first and foremost a storyteller, he gives the reader an extra baksheesh. By telling stories of
persons from all walks of life--civil servants, peasants, pimps, lawyers, and businessmen--Mahfouz depicts
the existential problems that Egyptians face today. Using a Socratic approach, Gordon questioned Mahfouz
directly in a series of personal interviews conducted over the past ten years. In these interviews Gordon
probed the existential themes in the characters, plots, and issues raised in Mahfouz's stories. The result is an
intimate and highly personal look at life in Egypt.

As a very involved and critical onlooker, Haim Gordon addresses the problems facing contemporary
Egyptians as portrayed in Mahfouz's stories: the Egyptian's flight from freedom and confrontation, the niggar
situation of Egyptian women, the debilitating effects of poverty, the blatant oppression of political rights, the
degradation of true faith and the lack of spirituality. Mahfouz's stories reveal that which western scholars
unintentionally, and politicians intentionally conceal--daily life in Egypt.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Howard:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Naguib Mahfouz's Egypt: Existential
Themes in His Writings (Contributions to the Study of World Literature). All type of book would you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Jennifer Wetzel:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Naguib Mahfouz's Egypt:
Existential Themes in His Writings (Contributions to the Study of World Literature) book because book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Christopher Burnham:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Naguib Mahfouz's Egypt: Existential Themes
in His Writings (Contributions to the Study of World Literature) reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still hesitation Naguib Mahfouz's Egypt: Existential Themes in His Writings (Contributions
to the Study of World Literature) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Barbara Jackson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Naguib Mahfouz's Egypt: Existential Themes in His Writings (Contributions to the Study of World
Literature) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.
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