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“The rise and fall of Venice’s empire is an irresistible story and [Roger] Crowley, with his rousing
descriptive gifts and scholarly attention to detail, is its perfect chronicler.”—The Financial Times
 
The New York Times bestselling author of Empires of the Sea charts Venice’s astounding five-hundred-year
voyage to the pinnacle of power in an epic story that stands unrivaled for drama, intrigue, and sheer opulent
majesty. City of Fortune traces the full arc of the Venetian imperial saga, from the ill-fated Fourth Crusade,
which culminates in the sacking of Constantinople in 1204, to the Ottoman-Venetian War of 1499–1503,
which sees the Ottoman Turks supplant the Venetians as the preeminent naval power in the Mediterranean.
In between are three centuries of Venetian maritime dominance, during which a tiny city of “lagoon
dwellers” grow into the richest place on earth. Drawing on firsthand accounts of pitched sea battles, skillful
negotiations, and diplomatic maneuvers, Crowley paints a vivid picture of this avaricious, enterprising
people and the bountiful lands that came under their dominion. From the opening of the spice routes to the
clash between Christianity and Islam, Venice played a leading role in the defining conflicts of its time—the
reverberations of which are still being felt today.
 
“[Crowley] writes with a racy briskness that lifts sea battles and sieges off the page.”—The New York
Times
 
“Crowley chronicles the peak of Venice’s past glory with Wordsworthian sympathy, supplemented by
impressive learning and infectious enthusiasm.”—The Wall Street Journal
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From reader reviews:

Cathrine Hart:

This City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This specific City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas without we realize teach the one who
examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry City of Fortune: How
Venice Ruled the Seas can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This City of Fortune: How Venice
Ruled the Seas having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Patricia Trevino:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas book is readable by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with City of
Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Steven Allen:

This City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this City of Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas can be one of
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this City of
Fortune: How Venice Ruled the Seas giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Kathy Ahmed:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This City of Fortune: How Venice
Ruled the Seas can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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