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In this bracing and original book, Geoffrey Galt Harpham argues that today’s humanities are an invention of
the American academy in the years following World War II, when they were first conceived as an expression
of American culture and an instrument of American national interests. The humanities portray a “dream of
America” in two senses: they represent an aspiration of Americans since the first days of the Republic for a
state so secure and prosperous that people could enjoy and appreciate culture for its own sake; and they
embody in academic terms an idealized conception of the American national character.  Although they are
struggling to retain their status in America, the concept of the humanities has spread to other parts of the
world and remains one of America's most distinctive and valuable contributions to higher education.

 

The Humanities and the Dream of America explores a number of linked problems that have emerged in
recent years: the role, at once inspiring and disturbing, played by philology in the formation of the
humanities; the reasons for the humanities’ perpetual state of “crisis”; the shaping role of philanthropy in the
humanities; and the new possibilities for literary study offered by the subject of pleasure. Framed by essays
that draw on Harpham’s pedagogical experiences abroad and as a lecturer at the U.S. Air Force Academy, as
well as his vantage as director of the National Humanities Center, this book provides an essential perspective
on the history, ideology, and future of this important topic.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Humanities and
the Dream of America suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual
book untitled The Humanities and the Dream of Americais a single of several books that will everyone read
now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Matthew Wallace:

The e-book with title The Humanities and the Dream of America contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Scott Marin:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Humanities and the Dream of America can make you
experience more interested to read.

Laura Clark:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the The Humanities and the Dream of America when you needed it?
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