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"There are no studies of a sacred grand style in the English Renaissance," writes Debora Shuger, "because
even according to its practitioners it was not supposed to exist." Yet the grand style forms the
unacknowledged center of traditional rhetorical theory. In this first history of the grand style, Professor
Shuger explores the growth of a Christian aesthetic out of the Classical grand style, showing its development
from Isocrates to the sacred rhetorics of the Renaissance. These rhetorics advocate a Christian grand style
neither pedantically mimetic nor playfully sophistic, whose models include Tacitus and the Bible, as well as
Cicero, and whose theoretical sources embrace not only Cicero and Quintilian, but Hermogenes and
Longinus. This style dominates the best and most scholarly rhetorics of the period--texts written in Latin and,
while ignored by most recent scholars, extensively used in England throughout the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. These works are the first attempts since Augustine's pioneering revision of Ciceronian rhetoric to
reground ancient rhetorical theory on Christian epistemology and theology.

According to Professor Shuger, the Christian grand style is passionate, vivid, dramatic, metaphoric--yet this
emotional energy and sensuousness is shaped and legitimated by Renaissance religious culture. Thus sacred
rhetoric cannot be considered apart from contemporary theories of cognition, emotion, selfhood, and
signification. It mediates between word and world. Moreover, these texts suggest the almost forgotten
centrality of neo-Latin scholarship during these years and provide a crucial theoretical context for England's
great flowering of devotional prose and poetry.

Originally published in 1988.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Sacred Rhetoric:
The Christian Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library) suitable to you? Often the
book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Sacred Rhetoric: The
Christian Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library)is one of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Mark Clark:

You can get this Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy
Library) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Barbie Brookins:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian
Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library) as well as others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
put their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Sacred Rhetoric: The
Christian Grand Style in the English Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library) to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Geneva Orta:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled
update of news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time



to spread out your book? Or just seeking the Sacred Rhetoric: The Christian Grand Style in the English
Renaissance (Princeton Legacy Library) when you necessary it?
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