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This book re-examines the literary significance of poet and translator William Cowper (1731-1800). Cowper
is too often read as an 'escapist' poet, whose retirement constitutes and attitude of political retreat and
disengagement. This book recovers the highly politicised context of 'retirement' as a mode of political
opposition in the eighteenth century and shows the extent to which one poet drew from, and contributed to,
this radical traditions. Far from retreating from civic engagement into private meditation, Cowper
characteristically chose to escape from the self-enclosed misery of private meditation into his own carefully
plotted version of social responsibility. The fascination of Cowper lies in his inability to centre his life and
work around any one paradigm, his refusal to synthesize his experience and his characteristic mode of
oscillation between alternatives, a mode which has its roots in popular eighteenth century understandings of
'digression' as a positive literary attitude. An ideal of a balanced rural life is constantly considered, re-
evaluated and yet postponed as Cowper's poetry evidences a strong fear of the more intransigent and
unappeasable aspects of nature. Claustrophobic and agoraphobic, the space for sane, useful existence proves
elusive in the extreme. The emblem of the castaway, forever representative in a world where faith has
become detached from forms and dogma and become a matter of 'emotional correctness' a condition of
feeling rather than either creed or ritual. The contradictions inherent in this 'mainstream' ideological tendency
claim Cowper as one of their most prominent victims.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Bowen:

This William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature and
Culture) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this
William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature and
Culture) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
people. Beside that this William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-
Century Literature and Culture) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Christopher Jaeger:

The actual book William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century
Literature and Culture) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Brett Nash:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The
Bucknell Studies in Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Samantha Green:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve William Cowper: Religion, Satire, Society (The Bucknell Studies
in Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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