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In this theoretically innovative, richly detailed study, the author presents a new view of socialist realism,
situating its literature in the Russian cultural tradition, in the Soviet social environment, and in the context of
contemporary literary and cultural theory. The author begins by plunging the reader into the cacophony and
confusion of the First Soviet Writer's Congress of 1934, which made socialist realism an official doctrine.
She analyzes the oppositions and concepts that fueled the debates: oppositions such as form versus content,
pure art versus social function, idea versus artistic image; concepts such as the new hero, naturalism,
modernism, and, most important, realism in all its formulations. In order to understand this obsession with
realism, the author insists that one must grapple with nineteenth-century Russian literature and literary
theory, particularly in the concepts of the 'useless man' and the 'positive hero'. Employing the terms and
procedures of discourse analysis, she offers a reading of classical Russian literature that privileges the debate
about realism. The remainder of the book focuses on the literature of the Stalin era, especially the officially
sanctioned novels - their themes, techniques, and special qualities. The author traces the literary history of
socialist realism, arguing that as it was formulated in the early 1930's, it diverged from naturalism and 'the
old realism' because it required the judging of reality, rather than its faithful representation. She identifies a
sharp turn away from realism toward idealism in 1936-37. Despite a brief renewal and fresh content during
World War II, Soviet literature remained compressed in a rigid mold until the end of the Stalin cult under
Khruschev, when socialist realism finally disappeared. The author concludes that socialist realism was 'an
impossible aesthetic': the goal of creating a literature open only to one interpretation could never be realized
because language itself is always open to multiple interpretations.<
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From reader reviews:

Pablo Torrey:

The book Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Socialist Realism: An Impossible
Aesthetic? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Socialist
Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for
you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Christine Hook:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Gary Wilson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Socialist Realism: An
Impossible Aesthetic that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, you are able to pick Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic become your starter.

Ralph Overman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Socialist Realism: An Impossible
Aesthetic or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic to make your spare time more colorful. Many



types of book like here.
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