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A Year in Provence meets Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House in this lively and entertaining
account of a couple's year building their dream house in Mexico.

In 2004, Barry Golson wrote an award-winning article for AARP magazine about Mexican hot spots for
retirees longing for a lifestyle they couldn't afford in the United States. A year later, he and his wife Thia
were taking part in the growing trend of retiring abroad. They sold their Manhattan apartment, packed up
their SUV, and moved to one of those idyllic hot spots, the surfing and fishing village of Sayulita on
Mexico's Pacific coast.

With humor and charm, Golson details the year he and his wife spent settling into their new life and planning
and building their dream home. Sayulita -- population 1,500, not including stray dogs or pelicans -- is a
never-dull mixture of traditional Mexican customs and new, gringo-influenced change. Before long, the
Golsons had been absorbed into the rhythms and routines of village life: they adopted a pair of iguanas
named Iggy Pop and Iggy Mom, got sick and got cured by a doctor who charged them sixteen dollars a visit,
made lasting friends with Mexicans and fellow expatriates, and discovered the skill and artistry of local
craftsmen.

But their daily lives were mostly dedicated to the difficult yet satisfying process of building their house. It
took them almost six months to begin building -- nothing is simple (or speedy) in Mexico -- and incredibly,
they completed construction in another six. They engaged a Mexican architect, builder, and landscape
designer who not only built their home but also changed their lives; encountered uproariously odd
bureaucracy; and ultimately experienced a lifetime's worth of education about the challenges and advantages
of living in Mexico.

The Golsons lived (and are still living) the dream of many -- not only of going off to a tropical paradise but
also of building something beautiful, becoming a part of a new world, making lasting friends, and
transforming their lives. As much about family and friendship as about house-building, Gringos in Paradise
is an immensely readable and illuminating book about finding a personal paradise and making it a home.
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From reader reviews:

Hilary Williams:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Gringos in Paradise: An American Couple Builds Their Retirement Dream House in a
Seaside Village in Mexico, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Irene Gonzales:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled Gringos in Paradise: An American Couple Builds Their Retirement
Dream House in a Seaside Village in Mexico can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Maria Lamotte:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Gringos in Paradise: An American Couple Builds Their Retirement Dream House in a Seaside Village
in Mexico this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why
this book appropriate all of you.

Justin Pritchett:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Gringos in Paradise: An American
Couple Builds Their Retirement Dream House in a Seaside Village in Mexico can be the reply, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this



fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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