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In presidential elections, do voters cast their ballots for the candidates whose platform and positions best
match their own? Or is the race for president of the United States come down largely to who runs the most
effective campaign? It’s a question those who study elections have been considering for years with no clear
resolution. In The Timeline of Presidential Elections, Robert S. Erikson and Christopher Wlezien reveal for
the first time how both factors come into play.
 
Erikson and Wlezien have amassed data from close to two thousand national polls covering every
presidential election from 1952 to 2008, allowing them to see how outcomes take shape over the course of an
election year. Polls from the beginning of the year, they show, have virtually no predictive power. By mid-
April, when the candidates have been identified and matched in pollsters’ trial heats, preferences have come
into focus—and predicted the winner in eleven of the fifteen elections. But a similar process of forming
favorites takes place in the last six months, during which voters’ intentions change only gradually, with
particular events—including presidential debates—rarely resulting in dramatic change.
 
Ultimately, Erikson and Wlezien show that it is through campaigns that voters are made aware of—or not
made aware of—fundamental factors like candidates’ policy positions that determine which ticket will get
their votes. In other words, fundamentals matter, but only because of campaigns. Timely and compelling,
this book will force us to rethink our assumptions about presidential elections.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Browning:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Timeline of
Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics)
suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The
Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American
Politics)is a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Diego Mears:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Timeline of Presidential Elections:
How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still doubt The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and
Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tabitha Devore:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Veronica Turner:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's



soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and
Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) can make you feel more interested to read.
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