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Growing up as a slave in an urban area of Missouri allowed William Wells Brown to live a life that was
different from that of the plantation slave so often discussed in slave histories. Born in 1814, the son of a
white man and a slave woman, Brown spent the first twenty years of his life mainly in St. Louis and the
surrounding areas working as a house servant, a field hand, a tavern keeper’s assistant, a printer’s helper, an
assistant in a medical office, and a handyman for James Walker, a Missouri slave trader. During his time
with Walker, Brown made three trips up and down the Mississippi River. These trips allowed him to
encounter slavery from every perspective and provided experiences he would draw on throughout his writing
career.

In From Fugitive Slave to Free Man, two of Brown’s best-known writings, Narrative of William W. Brown,
A Fugitive Slave. Written by Himself and My Southern Home: or, The South and Its People, are reprinted
together with an expanded introduction by William L. Andrews. Brown’s Narrative, published in 1847, was
his first autobiographical writing and was received with wide acclaim, going through four American and five
British editions. Only Frederick Douglass’s autobiography sold better, casting a constant shadow over
Brown’s works. Douglass and his life were touted as extraordinary, while Brown was referred to as the
typical “every man’s slave.” However, the life of William Brown and his writings prove otherwise.

Determined to be a man of letters, Brown was the first African American to write a travel book, Three Years
in Europe: or, Places I Have Seen and People I Have Met, which was based on his time abroad in Paris at an
international peace conference and in England on an anti-slavery crusade. A year later he published Clotel,
the first novel written by an African American and the first to exploit the decades-old rumors of an affair
between President Thomas Jefferson and his slave Sally Hemmings. Between 1854 and 1867, Brown
published the first drama by an African American, The Escape: or, A Leap for Freedom, and two volumes of
black history, one of which is the first military history of the African American in the United States.

In 1880, Brown wrote his final autobiography, My Southern Home. In it he endeavors to explain the complex
interrelationships between blacks and whites in the South. Taken together, both of the books included in this
volume provide fascinating contrasts, especially in their depictions of slavery, and illustrate the creative
innovations Brown developed in various forms of life writing—some of which were more experimental than
Douglass’s and more prophetic of the future of African American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Clark:

The book From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells Brown can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells Brown? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The
Autobiographies of William Wells Brown has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Pate:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they
write about the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book.
One of them is this From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells Brown.

John Dinwiddie:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day
to reading a reserve. The book From Fugitive Slave to Free Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells
Brown it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book features high quality.

Richard Thompson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like From Fugitive Slave to Free



Man: The Autobiographies of William Wells Brown which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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