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Contentious Lives examines the ways popular protests are experienced and remembered, individually and
collectively, by those who participate in them. Javier Auyero focuses on the roles of two young women,
Nana and Laura, in uprisings in Argentina (the two-day protest in the northwestern city of Santiago del
Estero in 1993 and the six-day road blockade in the southern oil towns of Cutral-co and Plaza Huincul in
1996) and the roles of the protests in their lives. Laura was the spokesperson of the picketers in Cutral-co and
Plaza Huincul; Nana was an activist in the 1993 protests. In addition to exploring the effects of these
episodes on their lives, Auyero considers how each woman's experiences shaped what she said and did
during the uprisings, and later, the ways she recalled the events. While the protests were responses to the
consequences of political corruption and structural adjustment policies, they were also, as Nana’s and
Laura’s stories reveal, quests for recognition, respect, and dignity.

Auyero reconstructs Nana’s and Laura’s biographies through oral histories and diaries. Drawing on
interviews with many other protesters, newspaper articles, judicial records, government reports, and video
footage, he provides sociological and historical context for their stories. The women’s accounts reveal the
frustrations of lives overwhelmed by gender domination, the deprivations brought about by hyper-
unemployment and the withering of the welfare component of the state, and the achievements and costs of
collective action. Balancing attention to large-scale political and economic processes with acknowledgment
of the plurality of meanings emanating from personal experiences, Contentious Lives is an insightful,
penetrating, and timely contribution to discussions of popular resistance and the combined effects of
globalization, neoliberal economic policies, and political corruption in Argentina and elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Contentious Lives: Two Argentine
Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition (Latin America Otherwise) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Lynn Gowen:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Contentious Lives: Two Argentine
Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition (Latin America Otherwise), you may enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Emily Meredith:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the
Quest for Recognition (Latin America Otherwise) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration
when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Ernestine Pagan:

You will get this Contentious Lives: Two Argentine Women, Two Protests, and the Quest for Recognition
(Latin America Otherwise) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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